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Tayside Organists’ Society was privileged to host a Recital by Dr John Kitchen MBE,
the current President of the Incorporated Association of Organists, and Organist and
Director of Music at Old St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Edinburgh, on Shrove Tuesday,
25 February 2020. The recital was in St Mary Magdalene’s Church, Dundee, and was
well attended and supported by over 40 persons.
In addition to being the current President of the IAO, Dr Kitchen has also served on
two separate occasions as the President of the Scottish Federation of Organists, and
has given the Celebrity recital at SFO Conferences on five occasions. He is no stranger
to Tayside Organists’ Society, having been a Lecturer in Music at St Andrews’
University in the 1970s and 1980s, prior to his relocation to Edinburgh.
We all knew, from having heard previous recitals given by Dr Kitchen, that this would
be an evening with virtuosity of the highest possible standard, and organ music that
would not only display the colours and range of sounds available to this
Conacher/Rothwell/Nicholson instrument, but also be very acceptable to all listeners.
We were not disappointed. As ever, Dr Kitchen brought to the recital his own
enthusiasm and love of playing, and he transmitted that enthusiasm to his audience,
from the first chord that he played until the last note of his encore. The programme
covered a very wide selection of organ music, from classical repertoire, English
Victorian, Cinema style organ music, to a wonderful and triumphal finale of the
Toccata by Joseph Callaerts, who was the organist of Our Lady’s Cathedral in
Antwerp.
The programme comprised the following: (1) Sinfonia della chiesa
John Helmich Roman (1694 – 1748)
(2) Concerto in C det Sigr Meck, appropriato all’ Organo arr J G Walther
(a) Adagio Allegro
(1684 – 1748)
(b) Adagio
(c) Allegro
(3) Short Sonata in G, Op.8, no.3
(a) Allegro moderato

Hugh Blair (1864 – 1932)

(b) Lento, sostenuto
(c) Allegro con brio
(4) Adagio in E

Frank Bridge (1879 – 1941)

(5) Three Chorale Preludes
(a) Melcombe
(b) St Cross
(c) Dundee

C H H Parry (1848 – 1918)

(6) Two original compositions
(a) Whirly-granny; Strathspey
(b) Tullich to Inverey; Scots March

Michael Thomson (1949 – 2016)

(7) Toccata in E minor Op.29

Joseph Callaerts (1838-1910)

As an encore, Dr Kitchen played the Andantino in G minor by César Franck, (1822 –
1890).
The whole performance and evening was much enjoyed by all present. Tayside
Organists’ Society’s Vice President, Ron Oliver, expressed eloquent thanks on behalf
of all present and in particular thanked Dr Kitchen for transmitting his own
enthusiasm to his audience, the hallmark of all his performances.
After the recital, all adjourned to St Nary Magdalene’s Choir Room, where members
of the congregation had prepared refreshments. The Society is very grateful to St
Mary Magdalene’s Church for their hospitality to the Society on so many occasions.
Prior to the concert, the society President, Kevin Veal, gave special thanks to the
Reverend David Shepherd, who will be retiring as Rector of St Mary Magdalene’s on
Easter Sunday, having been in post for over 40 years. He has, throughout the entire
period of his incumbency, been a very good friend and supporter of Tayside
Organists’ Society, and all members are very grateful to him for that support over so
many years. We wish him well in his retirement.

